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101.   Upon the proceedings transmitted to us  of the  General Quarter
Sessions, when the convict was tried, we are to observe to you that he is indicted
for feloniously presenting the forged codicil, which is not the offence mentioned
in the statute, and therefore we must suppose this to be a mistake in the copy,
and that the indictment preferred was for feloniously publishing the said forged
codicil as a true one.   This codicil, and also all forged wills and deeds upon
which capital indictments are preferred should be literally set forth and the
indictment would have been quashed in our courts here for want of form.   In
the present case we find no where amongst the proceedings or in your packet
a copy of the forged codicil, and we observe too, that one of the subscribing
witnesses to it positively swears, that Coja Solomon desired him to attest this
codicil.    Certainly the jury were the best judges of the weight that ought to
be given to this man's testimony, but upon the evidence appearing on the face
of these proceedings without a knowledge of the credibility and character
of the witnesses, there appears but slender legal evidence to ground a conviction
of the prisoner upon and we are very glad you have interfered in his behalf.
102.   The copy of a letter from Mr. John Zephaniah Holwell7 dated in
London the 13th April 1763, addressed to Mr. John Wollaston at Bengal has
been communicated to us, signifying he had appointed him his attorney there,
for receiving on his account the remaining part of a teep or obligation Mr.
Holwell had obtained from the Nabob (Cossim Ally Khan) for two lacks of
sicca rupees whereof he had received before his departure Rs. 50,000, as a
grateful acknowledgment for the friendship he had shewn him, and cautioning
Mr. Wollaston to use all his prudence and secrecy in the said transaction, as
were also the subjoined copies of a letter from Mr. James Amyatt to Mr. Warren
Hastings (then in Bengal) dated the 2nd of March, desiring to know what
answer should be given to   Mr.   Holwell   relative   to the   obligation   above-
mentioned, which had been left in Mr. Hastings's management, and of a letter
signed W.H. supposed to be from Mr. Hastings in reply thereto without date,
signifying that he had received a lack of rupees and accounted with him for
it copies of all which, in the manner they were laid before us, we nowr transmit
to you for your fuller information in this affair.
103. The said letters confirm us in the opinion, which we have had too
much reason to entertain, that Mr. Holwell and others received large sums of
the late Nabob Cossim Ally Khan for seating him in the subahship by the
deposal of Meer Jaffier, as the said revolution has been attended with infinite
trouble and expense, and there is reason to apprehend the lucrative view of
individuals had too great a share in bringing it about, we do therefore positively
direct, that you do forthwith make the strictest enquiry in your power into
the transaction mentioned in the said letters with respect to Mr. Holwell's
teep for two lacks of rupees, also of what further sums he received from the
Nabob by the way of donation or under any other denomination, whether by
agreement in writing or otherwise, in what manner they were obtained and for
what services. And you are to transmit to us by the first conveyances, copies of
such your examinations, authenticated in the most solemn manner by the
oaths of all persons whatsoever, who know any thing of the said affair, whether
they are in the Company's service or otherwise and in particular of the said
Mr. Amyatt who is now at your Presidency. As we have before observed
that there is too much reason to believe others received large sums of money for